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Northwest Passage 

Stan Rogers

From the album ‘Northwest Passage’

Fogarty’s Cove Music







Can You Find the Following Places?

· Northwest Passage

· Beaufort Sea

· Davis Strait

· Fraser

· Orient

Do You Know These Chaps?

· Franklin (Sir John)

· Kelso (Henry Kelsey)

· David Thompson
· Mackenzie (Alexander)















Vocabulary





cairn - 


gold and glory - 


sea of flowers -


tardiest - 


ramparts - 


weathered - 





Do You Know It?





Did You Catch It?








Do You Get It?





Activities and Extensions!





What was Franklin seeking in his search for the Northwest Passage?








Who was reaching for the Beaufort Sea?








Where was the Davis Strait going to take them?








How long after Franklin’s expedition is the narrator traveling?








What did “Mackenzie, David Thompson and the rest” do?











Answer on a separate piece of paper





Where is the Davis Strait?  Where was the Davis Strait going to take the explorers?


What is the importance of the Northwest Passage?


 “Watching cities rise before me, then behind me sink again.”  What does Stan Rogers mean by this line?


“Tracing one warm line through a land so wild and savage.”  What does Stan Rogers mean by this line?


Consider the names of Franklin’s two ships:  Erebus and Terror.  What does Erebus mean?  Upon reflection, is there something significant about the names of the ships?


How was Rogers different from Franklin?


Are there explorers willing to take such risks today?  Who are they?


Would you sign on for such a voyage? What would drive others to sign on?  What adventures might you encounter?


How would you encourage men to come on board for such a voyage? Write a newspaper ad advertising positions on the ship.
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ARTIST INFORMATION
































ANSWER KEY 





Did you Catch it?


One warm line (an unfrozen waterway) through a wild land


Franklin


The Orient.


Three centuries later


They cracked the mountain ramparts and showed a path to the sea.





Did you Get it?


East of Baffin Island.  It is the entrance to the Northwest Passage.


The Northwest Passage was to be a new trading route.


The vision of the cities receding in the rear-view mirror.


The passage was to bring great opportunities and a link to the Orient.


Erebus means a “gloomy place between earth and Hades”.  Both names seem to be unfortunate.  Many of the sailors must have felt terror and that they were actually in Erebus.


Rogers drove his adventure and was in a much safer place.  Much of the “leg work” was done for him.


Answers will vary.  Space travel, travel across countries on foot


Answers will vary.  Isolation, large tracts of land, animals


Answers will vary.  Students will need to research.





ADDITIONAL RESOURCES











Multisource unit:  Heroic Adventures.  Search for the Northwest Passage:  a Five Hundred Year Search for a Shortcut


Canada:  A People’s History:  Adventurers and Mystics:  Part 1 (video)


“Frozen in Time:  The Franklin Mystery (video)


Trapped in the Arctic – Pierre Burton


Buried in Ice:  The Mystery of a Lost Arctic Expedition


Film documentary:  “One Warm Line:  CBC 1989





BACKGROUND INFORMATION 





The search for the Northwest Passage was an attempt to find an easier trade route to the Far East.  Many explorers set out for the arctic waters above North America only to find themselves unable to progress.  Franklin set off from England in 1845 with two ships:  Erebus and Terror.  In 1850, three graves were found on Beechey Island.  Later, on King William Island, notes were found, written by Franklin’s crew, explaining that the ships had been frozen in the ice for months and most of the crew had died.  Some apparently set out on foot but to no avail.  It was in 1984 that Dr. Owen Beattie from the University of Alberta discovered that members of Franklin’s crew had seemingly died of lead poisoning due to contaminated tins of food.  








Answer on a separate piece of paper





Map the Franklin expedition.


Research the reason for the search for the Northwest Passage.


Mini biography:  research one of the explorers mentioned in the song.


Write a diary entry from the point of view of a sailor on the expedition.


Develop a skit showing the possible arguments for continuing on the expedition and the arguments for turning back.


Research the history of food packaging.


Newspaper page—diseases, food, living conditions.


Mini history comic page.  Visual novel.


Advertise the “Terror and Erebus” cruise.  How would you convince people to come?  (all you can eat….all inclusive…)


Advertise the benefits of canned food.


Create a 3 dimensional map of the route…timeline.








Stan Rogers was a larger-than-life figure, his influence on Canadian folk music has been deep and lasting. Rogers was noted for his rich, baritone voice and his finely-crafted, traditional-sounding songs which were frequently inspired by Canadian history and the daily lives of working people, especially those from the fishing villages of the Maritimes. Rogers' life was cut tragically short when he died in an airliner accident on the ground at the Greater Cincinnati Airport at the age of 33.  					source: en.wikipedia.org
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